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'Brieven uit Tasmanië' is the Dutch-language edition of 
'Letters from Tasmania', of which the English version is 
expected to be ready for publication in the near future. 
 
The book is about the cultural heritage of the people who 
migrated from the Netherlands to Australia and New 
Zealand in the period following the Second World War and 
about their settlement in the New World. The story of the 
thousands who left their devastated country is reflected in 
the story of a group of ex-freedom fighters from Groningen, 
who departed from their home town for southern Tasmania. 
There, they founded a building company with no capital 
other than their knowledge that they could rely on one 
another because of the bond that they had formed in their 
war-time fight for freedom.  
 
As background, the book paints a vivid picture of their 
shared culture of the northern Netherlands, the home of 
Abel Tasman. The book tells of the epic story of their 
heroic struggles against Nazi occupation. Reading like the 
stuff of legends, the story is based on factual records that 
were only recently released by the archives of the province 
of Groningen. Next, the story focuses on the two scouts 
who, in May 1950, were sent ahead by the group to explore 
and report on Tasmania as a potential place of settlement 
and, if the findings were positive, to prepare for the arrival 
of about fifty immigrants who were to follow.  
 
One of the two scouts was Eric van der Laan, who wrote 
regularly for a period of six months, encouraging the other 
members of the group to come to the land of promise. His 
lively and at times funny letters tell us of the five-day long 

flight from Amsterdam to Sydney, the people they met in 
post-war Australia, their explorations of the Apple Island 
and then, south of Hobart, the founding of 'Little 
Groningen', in Kingborough. 
  
Today, that municipality maintains regular contact with 
the municipality of Grootegast, the birthplace of Abel 
Tasman. Kingston has a strong community of residents 
who may still be identified as descendents of the post-
war immigrants by their surnames and a culture of active 
participation in church-related activities and, especially, 
education. Today, throughout Australia, more than 
23,000 primary and secondary pupils are in schools run 
by the parent-controlled schools that Eric helped to get 
off the ground. 
 
In considering Eric's contribution the author, his eldest 
daughter, returns to 3 May, 1945, when Eric miraculously 
escaped from German captivity despite the fact that, 
around him, 7000 fellow prisoners died in what was the 
last air raid by the RAF in Europe. The cause of this 
tragedy in the Baltic Sea has led to much speculation 
because crucial aspects of the records relating to it will 
be kept secret through to 2045. By tracing relevant 
events in other records, such as the minutes of the War 
Cabinet recently released by the National Archives, 
London, the book comes to the amazing conclusion that, 
possibly, the last air raid had little to do with the war 
against Germany. The final chapter of the book looks 
back across the greatest distance one can travel on 
earth and sixty years of time, and discovers how Eric 
finally found the freedom he fought for. ▄  


