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The Society exists for all 
Tasmanians to promote the 
cultural and heritage links 

between them 
and the Netherlands.  

The Tasman Telegraph is published by the 

Patron   
Mr George Huizing  

Hon. Consul of the Netherlands   
6225 3951   

ghuizing@bigpond.net.au current membership - 220

Please direct membership inquiries to the Secretary. 

www.dutchaustraliansociety.org.au

DUTCH  AUSTRALIAN  SOCIETY
“ABEL TASMAN” INC.

PO BOX 148
SANDY BAY  TAS  7006

COMMITTEE MEMBERS  2009
 
 
 
 Non-executive
 
 


Executive
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Mrs Margaret Stokman
 
 6223 4030
President 
 Dr Freddie von Schmidt
 6225 0707
 
 Mr Eilef Straatsma
 
 6229 4036
Vice-president
 Mr Titus Steenhuis
 6228 2619
 
 Mr Peter Herweynen
 
 6229 6327
Secretary
 Mr Kees Wierenga
 6229 4272
 
 Mrs Betsy Straatsma
 
 6229 4036
Treasurer
 Mrs Irene Wierenga
 6229 4272
 
 Mrs Riet Vonk
 
 
 6229 7819
Public Officer
 Mr Rob van Schie
 6229 7923
 
 Mr Arnold Krieg
 
 
 6229 5741

Editors - Tasman Telegraph 
        & DAS website

Mr Kees & Mrs Irene Wierenga
ph 6229 4272

kmww@utas.edu.au

Membership (1 Jan - 31 Dec)

Single $25
Couple & family $35

Discount for seniors $5

RADIO & TV
105.7FM   

ph 1800 500 727

Mondays @12 noon 
Wednesdays & 

Saturdays @10am

www.sbs.com.au/dutch

e:  yvonne.davis@sbs.com.au
p:  (03) 9949 2169

BVN
(Beste van Vlaanderen & 

Nederland) 
free to air Dutch TV

Details on the DAS website, 
or ask the editor.

Advertising fees

Tasman Telegraph 
or website 

POA

COMING EVENTS

For the most current information on all events, check the ʻEventsʼ page on the 
DAS website  www.dutchaustraliansociety.org.au or ring the Secretary

Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 
 - Klaverjassen with ʻOns Genoegenʼ 

 
 
 
 at the Migrant Resource centre, Molle St, Hobart.

20 February 
 
 -  AGM  @ 12 noon
20 February 
 
 -  Summer BBQ  -  FREE  -  Tolosa Park
8 March

 
 -  Car Rally maybe, see page 5 for details
30 April
 
 
 -  Queenʼs Birthday
maybe 5/5
 
 -  65th anniversary, Bevrijdings Dag
2 + 3 October
 
 -  Festival in the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens
5 December
 
 -  Sint Nicholas

Committee Meetings           
2010

15 February
 15 March
19 April
 
 17 May
19 July
 
 16 August
20 September
 18 October
15 November
 17 January 

TIME
The time clock on the DAS 

website always provides the 
current time and day in the 

Netherlands

ABEL TASMAN ART PRIZE™
This prize is open to all Senior Secondary students in 
Southern Tasmania.  
The first prize is a three week trip (travel and 
accommodation) to the Netherlands.  
The winner is hosted by a family in the Municipality of 
Grootegast, Abel Tasman’s birthplace and the sister city of 
the Kingborough Municipality.

The prize is sponsored by the Dutch Australian Society 
“Abel Tasman” Inc. and the Kingborough Council.  See your 
Art Teacher or google the web for details / past winners. 

2007 winner  -  Lotte Kema

mailto:ghuizing@bigpond.net.au
mailto:ghuizing@bigpond.net.au
http://www.dutchaustraliansociety.org.au
http://www.dutchaustraliansociety.org.au
http://www.sbs.com.au/dutch
http://www.sbs.com.au/dutch
mailto:yvonne.davis@sbs.com.au
mailto:yvonne.davis@sbs.com.au
http://www.dutchaustraliansociety.org.au
http://www.dutchaustraliansociety.org.au
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MUSEUM  PAGE

Channel Heritage Museum 
Become involved with our 
New Museum at Margate 

Become part of the exciting new development of the Channel 
Heritage Museum with our move to the new site at Margate. 

Now is a good time to learn about 
your area and how you can help with the move. 

There is scope for various forms of involvement  Ð 
• Digitally recording Museum items. 

• Preparing the displays in the new Museum in conjunction 
with the Curator. 

• Learning about Channel history and helping visitors to the 
Museum. 

• Those miscellaneous jobs that crop up. 
¥ Transcribing oral histories

¥ Cataloging & translating Dutch documents

To register your interest in becoming a Volunteer either Ð 
phone or email  the Vice President, 

Kees Wierenga on 6229 4272 or  
kmww@utas.edu.au 

or phone Kees 6229 4272 or email kmww@utas.edu.au DAS Friends of the Museum

Browns River to Kingston by Julie Gardam
This book is an anecdotal account of the history of 
Kingston.  One chapter gives a good account of the 
arrival of the Dutch and their subsequent influence 
on the town.
There are also plenty of photos, and the information 
is reasonably accurate.  A little more care with 
spelling of names would have been good, as would 
a little more attention to the achievements of the 
Roman Catholics, and an understanding that 
nostalgia is the province of the DAS, not the 
Reformed Church.
This is an enjoyable, comprehensive read, 
recommended (although not authoratitive), 
available from the bookshops in Channel Court.

Kees

Betsy composed a song (and sang it for us with Bastian) 
to mark the occassion of forming a group of helpers to 
establish the Dutch migrant record in the new Museum.
   Song of Encouragement
   (Tune:  Advance Australia Fair)
   Tonight weʼre here to celebrate
   Our fine Dutch heritage
   We need to plan some strategies
   Remind us of the years
   When the first immigrants arrived
   On our Tasmanian shore
   A time of challenge and of hope
 )
   Of lives changed evermore
 
 ) 2x

   Although weʼre pretty ʻtrue blueʼ now
   Our roots are with us yet
   The history of our coming here
   We never will forget
   How families left their folks behind
   On ships and aeroplanes they came
 )
   To make Australia home.
 
 ) 2x

   A new museum is the plan
   So everyone may see
   The many happenings of the past
   Affecting you and me
   That future generations know
   Of times that migrants shared
   And gave them opportunities
 )
   By forefathers prepared.
 ) 2x

Betsy also wrote a thank you to our host
(Tune:  Wilhelmus van Nasauwe)
We also thank our friend Rene for planning this 
event
It is much appreciated and a night that was well 
spent
If anyone that is here didnʼt vote for you before
They will change their mind for next time and do so 
that is for sure. 

SBS Radio
An interview by Yvonne Davis with our Secretary was 
broadcast nation wide on SBS Radio (105.7FM) on 16 
December last.
The interview covered the history of the Museum, the 
current building project, and the proposed new displays.  
There was a particular focus on the Dutch Migrant 
Record.
Yvonne promised to facilitate contact with specialty 
museums in Melbourne and Sydney.  

 
 
 
 
    Ed.

National Archive Office
Late last year the Federal Government announced that 
the National Archive Office in Macquarie Street would be 
closed.  This was a cost cutting measure to help the 
budget balance.
The closure would be effective when the lease expired.
Your editor went to the office to be further enlightened.  
The news is positive  -  the lease expires in 2012 !   
That means you have two years left to check their 
records about you, after which youʼll have to go to 
Canberra                                                                         Ed.

Considering that TIMBERCRETE:-
 -  is made in Margate  

-  locks up lots of carbon
 -  has high insulation values &  is extremely fire resistant

 -  enables a single skin finished wall
-  can be nailed or screwed like timber

 -  looks like sandstone blocks
 -  is very cost effective

the Museum building committee has chosen this product 
for the walls of the new building.

mailto:secretary@channelheritagemuseum.org.au
mailto:secretary@channelheritagemuseum.org.au
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Web sites worth looking up
Sister city

There is a camera in 
Grootegaast which you 

can view on
 www.weerstation-

grootegast.nl

You will see a 
snapshot (every 2 

hour) picture of 
Grootegast, 

also the last 7 shots, 
and also a complete, 
live, weather report.

Over the last month or 
so, only 4 pictures 
have been worth 
looking at - all the 

others are in the dark !

Members please note, all of the information below is now also on our web site.  Go 
to www.dutchaustraliansociety.org.au/links

- Am I eligible for a Netherlands passport? (Australia)

http://australia.nlembassy.org/consular_affairs/am_i_eligible_for_a

- Dual citizenship (Australia)
http://australia.nlembassy.org/consular_affairs/dual_citizenship

- Biometric passports

http://australia.nlembassy.org/consular_affairs/biometric_passports
- Dutch clubs in Tasmania

http://australia.nlembassy.org//aspx/download.aspx?file=/contents/pages/
43697/dutchclubtas20.06.06.doc

All this information, and more, can be found on our website
www.netherlands.org.au.

Title! ! ! sub-title! ! ! ! ! length!! comments
baas in eigen bos! open season!! ! ! ! 82 min! regio 2
baby einstein! baby newton - vormen ontdekken! 27 min! Ned/Fr/Eng
baby einstein! dieren uit de hele wereld! ! ! 26 min! Ned/Fr/Eng
big & betsy! ! big in bad! ! ! ! ! 75 min! regio 2
Boek van Poeh! plezier met vriendjes! ! ! 47 min! Eng/Ned/or
boek van Poeh! plezier met Fantasie! ! ! 47 min! regio 2
bumba! ! #2! ! ! ! ! ! 60 min! regio 2
bumba! ! kiwi! !
bumba! ! nanadu! !
Drie sprookjes van Grimm:- ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
Wolf & de Zeven Geitjes, Broertje en Zusje, Klein Duimpje!75 min! Regio 2
Drie sprookjes van Grimm:-!
Hans en Grietje, de Zes Dienaren, Raponsje! ! ! 75 min! regio 2
efteling sprookjes! 5 stories! ! ! ! ! 60min!! regio 2
efteling sprookjes III ! 4 stories! ! ! ! 48 min! regio 2
K3! clip parade, grootste hits!! ! ! ! 47 min! regio 2
K3! In Wonderland! ! ! ! ! ! 75 min! regio 2
K3   (2 DVD set)! In Wonderland, Toveren Tour ! 95 + 75 min!regio code all
nijntje & nina! en andere vriendjes! ! ! 45 min! VHS tape
plop! ! ! 10jaar !! ! ! ! ! 80 min! regio 2
plop! ! ! de mutspunt ziekte! ! ! 100 min! regio 2
plop! de step  -  verhaaltjes, videoclips en karaoke-clips! 45 min! regio 2
plop! ! ! de witte kabouter ! ! ! ! 100 min! regio 2
plop! ! ! en kwispel! ! ! ! ! 60min!! regio 2
plop! ! ! sporten en spelen! !
Sneeuwwitje!! familiemusical! ! ! ! 113 min!
Studio 100 Sprookjes! Doonrroosje  -  musical met K3! 115 min! regio 2
teletubbies! kladderen en knoeien, Barbouillage et Gribouillage! 58m! regio 2
verjaardags feest! met Winnie de Poeh  -  8 interactive spelletjes! regio 2
wawa! ! ! TV kinderserie! ! ! ! 65 min! regio 2

DVDs for Kids

Weʼve received a large 
number of DVDs 
especially made for kids.

Nearly all are tagged 
Region code 2 which 
means you need a DVD 
player capable of 
accepting them.  Many 
Australian DVD players 
are set up for region 
code 4, but some will 
accept all region codes.
(there may be a label on your 
machine, or you can simply try a 
disc - if it works, youʼre in luck)

Many of these DVDs are 
in multiple languages, 
not just Dutch.

Interested ?  please 
contact the editor on 
6229 4272 or via the 
DAS website.

http://www.weer-station-grootegast.nl
http://www.weer-station-grootegast.nl
http://www.weer-station-grootegast.nl
http://www.weer-station-grootegast.nl
http://www.dutchaustraliansociety.org.au/links
http://www.dutchaustraliansociety.org.au/links
http://australia.nlembassy.org/consular_affairs/am_i_eligible_for_a
http://australia.nlembassy.org/consular_affairs/am_i_eligible_for_a
http://australia.nlembassy.org/consular_affairs/dual_citizenship
http://australia.nlembassy.org/consular_affairs/dual_citizenship
http://australia.nlembassy.org/consular_affairs/biometric_passports
http://australia.nlembassy.org/consular_affairs/biometric_passports
http://australia.nlembassy.org//aspx/download.aspx?file=/contents/pages/43697/dutchclubtas20.06.06.doc
http://australia.nlembassy.org//aspx/download.aspx?file=/contents/pages/43697/dutchclubtas20.06.06.doc
http://australia.nlembassy.org//aspx/download.aspx?file=/contents/pages/43697/dutchclubtas20.06.06.doc
http://australia.nlembassy.org//aspx/download.aspx?file=/contents/pages/43697/dutchclubtas20.06.06.doc
http://www.netherlands.org.au
http://www.netherlands.org.au
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If you would like to be involved in 
the 65th anniversary celebration 

of Liberation Day, 
please talk to 

Ben Buissink, Ben van Dijken, Ben Voorpostel 
& George Huizing.

It will be on 05/05/2010, 
possibly at the Tasman Monument.

CAR  RALLY

In years gone by, the Club has organised a car 
rally for members and their families.  

Itʼs always been a lovely day out    
enjoying the autumn weather, 

discovering nooks and crannies in our area, 
enjoying a BBQ with fellow members for lunch.

Mike & Evelyn Meerding have volunteered to 
organise a rally for this year if you are interested.  

It will start about 9.30, 
stop somewhere salubrious for coffee, 

and then go a little further.  
At the end we will enjoy a picnic/BBQ lunch.  (BYO)

There is a trophy 
for the crew that answer the most questions 

correctly en route, 
and some other prizes.  

How Mike & Evelyn decide the winner is up to 
them (and how much you pay them ?).

If you would like to join in the fun, you MUST let 
Mike or Evelyn know NOW so that they have time 

to get organised.  
You can email them on 

mikemeerding@netspace.net.au 
or ring on 6227 9121.

Traffic Fatalities
The annual road toll in 2009, 

 is:-
in the Netherlands  -  4.7

in New Zealand -   8.6
in Tasmania  -  12.         

              per 100,000 inhabitants.             Ed.

Justice for latent Dutch
Thousands of people born to Dutch mothers and foreign 
fathers will soon be allowed to become Dutch citizens. A 
majority in parliament supports a change in the law 
making this possible.

Who are the latent Dutch?  They are people born abroad 
before 1985 to a Dutch mother and a non-Dutch father. 

Soon, they will be able to stop calling themselves latent. 
The Dutch state has recognised what they have known all 
their lives: they are Dutch. Period.

John Tyler
Radio Netherlands  25/01/10

GM sells SAAB to Spyker
Detroit – General Motors on Tuesday 
announced a "binding agreement" to sell its 
Saab division to Dutch luxury sports car maker  
Spyker, giving an 11th-hour reprieve to the 
storied Swedish brand.

Sweden will guarantee a loan of €400 million 
from the European Investment Bank to 
support the transaction, Swedish Enterprise 
Minister Maud Olofsson said in Stockholm.

AFP / Expatica  27/01/10

South Holland CO2 storage to go ahead
Dutch MPs have given the goahead for a trial 
in which CO2 will be stored in empty gas fields 
beneath Barendrecht near Rotterdam in the 
province of South Holland.
 
Many local residents and politicians have come 
out against the trial which will be operated by 
Shell. They are worried about environmental 
issues and complain that house prices will 
drop as a result of the experiment.
 
MPs have insisted on safeguards including the 
setting up of a compensation fund for 
residents. Economic Affairs Minister Maria van 
der Hoeven welcomed parliament's decision 
which she described as being important for 
the whole country.

expatica 26/01/10

Salaries cut for Dutch bank's executives
Finance Minister Wouter Bos has written to MPs telling 
them that salaries for executives at the Dutch bank ABN 
Amro are being reduced by 65 percent.
 
The reduction will be retrospective affecting earnings from 
1 January 2009. The fixed salary of a top ABN executive 
will be €600,000 with possible bonuses to a max of €1M.
 
Mr Bos says the new rules will prevent the wrong sort of 
incentives. Bonuses will be linked to clear, measurable 
criteria, with the accent on longterm goals. He says the 
bank will still be able to attract and keep top managers 
with its new salary structure.

 expatica 19/01/10

Crown Prince breaks shoulder skating
After falling at the Uithof rink in The Hague, 
he dislocated his arm, which he pushed back 
himself. Subsequent tests revealed a minor 
fracture. The crown prince is to wear a sling 
for a number of weeks to support his shoulder. 
During that time he will remain able to carry 
out all his public duties.

expatica  15/01/2010

mailto:mikemeerding@netspace.net.au
mailto:mikemeerding@netspace.net.au
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The first decade: 
How internet changed the way we live
At the turn of the millennium, two young Dutch 
internet entrepreneurs were running a small website 
aimed at the business community on the net. Ten years 
on, “community” has become the internet buzz word of 
the decade.

Those two businessmen, Raymond Spanjar and Floris 
Rost van Tonningen, have built a successful company 
with their hugely popular social networking site 
Hyves.nl. “But this is only the beginning”, says Spanjar.

“We used the network structure for other means as 
well, like messaging and photo sharing, and that proved 
to be very successful”. Later, other features were 
added to the network, such as blogging, a market place 
for services and products and creating communities for 
people with shared interests.

“The main purpose of our site is that you can stay in 
touch with people you know”, says Raymond. “Our 
research has proven that people who are very active on 
Hyves have a better relationship with their friends and 
see them more often, not only online but also offline”.

Social networking sites have became hugely popular, 
with tens of millions of people worldwide signing up for 
Facebook, MySpace, Friendster or Hyves. In the 
Netherlands, over 9 million people – more than half of 
the population – use Hyves. 

“People have opened up on the net. The identity of 
people used to be very difficult to trace. Everybody 
knows the stories of people chatting with a 20-year old 
girl who in the end turns out to be a 60-year old guy. In 
social networking, most people use their own identity. 
Now it’s possible to establish someone’s real identity 
and to make real contact”.

In contrast, Queen Beatrix said in this year’s Christmas 
message that virtual communication “divided people 
rather than bringing them closer together”. This led to 
angry reactions from the internet community, including 
Spanjar. He offered the Queen an account of her own so 
she can enjoy Hyves herself. 

But what about the next decade? What will the internet 
– or social networks – look like by 2019? Spanjar doesn’t 
own a crystal ball, but his prediction is clear: “In ten 
years time, when we look back, we’ll realise that, 
really, the impact of social networks was still relatively 
very small compared to the impact it will have by then. 
Mobile technology will change the use of internet 
dramatically. It will provide a virtual layer onto our 
physical reality that will be something completely 
different compared to today’s computer-based 
internet”.
 
“We’ll see a merger of the real world and the virtual 
world, really. What we know now is only the 
beginning”.
 
With 9,593,352 members, it looks like Raymond Spanjar 
and Floris Rost van Tonningen will be able to live their 
21st century internet dreams for quite some time.

expatica 20/01/10

Dutch music scores international hits
Dutch music is enjoying growing success abroad, 
according to the organisation Buma Cultuur, which 
supports music from the Netherlands in all genres.

A recent measuring shows that Dutch music exports 
rose by 15 percent recently.

Violinist and conductor Andrea Rieu continued to 
pack concert halls around the world with his formula 
of glamour and popular classics, thus holding on to 
his place in the Worldwide Touring Acts top 10.

DJs are the other most successful Dutch musical 
export, with the world's top two DJs ever popular on 
international dancefloors. Other Dutch DJs are 
building on successes in the club circuit abroad.

Among guitar bands, gothic metal band Epica and 
Peter Pan Speedrock have big international fans 
bases, along with the hugely successful symphonic 
metal band Within Temptation.

Germany is the biggest foreign consumer of Dutch 
music, followed by Belgium, France and the United 
Kingdom.

expatica 18/01/10

The following letter was received  -  ed
Message: To The Dutch Society,
You may be able to help me?  I’m working for an 
American TV company called “Leopard Films” and I’m 
looking for people who have moved from one country 
to another country.    
The show for Home & Garden Television Network is 
about people renting or buying a house in another 
country.  It is a real estate / travel show and one 
episode is about the family’s move.  What you or your 
mates get out of it is free flights to your original 
destination and 1⁄2 hour show about your story to keep 
plus its loads of fun.  For more details check out the 
hgtv website.  
http://www.hgtv.com/search/results.do?
hgSearchString=house+hunters
+international&hgSearchType=HGTV.com
Please note that people we are looking for have to be 
under 50, a couple with or without children, energetic 
and have a good story.  I will need a 3 minute audition 
video which should be introducing yourself and family, 
where you have come from, why you have chosen
your new destination and how you chose your house/
apartment.  For an example of a successful audition 
video please follow this link:  
http://vimeo.com/6352872   
I filmed and edited this family so it doesn’t need to be 
so detailed but just so you get an idea of what we are 
looking for in content and energy as this family made 
it through and their show is being aired soon.
If you are interested or know of someone who is please 
email me or give me a call to talk through the details.
Thanks from Anita (Anita Poteri Auckland), Associate 
Producer, Leopard Films USA
Australian based, p: 07 5485 4226, Mb: 0408 275 216
Email: guyanita@bigpond.com or 
anitaguy@hotmail.com 
www.leopardfilms.com

http://www.hgtv.com/search/results.do?hgSearchString=house+hunters+international&hgSearchType=HGTV.com
http://www.hgtv.com/search/results.do?hgSearchString=house+hunters+international&hgSearchType=HGTV.com
http://www.hgtv.com/search/results.do?hgSearchString=house+hunters+international&hgSearchType=HGTV.com
http://www.hgtv.com/search/results.do?hgSearchString=house+hunters+international&hgSearchType=HGTV.com
http://www.hgtv.com/search/results.do?hgSearchString=house+hunters+international&hgSearchType=HGTV.com
http://www.hgtv.com/search/results.do?hgSearchString=house+hunters+international&hgSearchType=HGTV.com
http://vimeo.com/6352872
http://vimeo.com/6352872
mailto:guyanita@bigpond.com
mailto:guyanita@bigpond.com
mailto:anitaguy@hotmail.com
mailto:anitaguy@hotmail.com
http://www.leopardfilms.com
http://www.leopardfilms.com
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AGM and 

SUMMER BBQ 

12 noon   Saturday
20th February 

Hut 7, Tolosa Park ,Glenorchy 

CROQUETTES (frozen)

ROOKWORST  (frozen)
Available at the BBQ 

for you to buy and take home

Some NICE People
have paid direct into our bank account 

BUT
not included the details.

If youʼve got a reminder to pay and already 
paid, please tell us the details.

Thanks.

 DUTCH  AUSTRALIAN  SOCIETY  
“ABEL TASMAN”  INC.

 
AGENDA 

of the Annual General Meeting, 
February 20th, 

noon 
at Hut 7, Tolossa Park. 

1.  Present 
2.  Welcome. 
3.  Apologies. 
4.  Minutes of the last AGM 28/02/2009 
5.  Business Arising. 
6.  President's Report. 
7.  Financial Statements 
8.   Election Of Office Bearers  
9.  Special Business  
10.  Close.

please RSVP for the BBQ by 
17/02

and if you forget to RSVP come along anyway  -  itʼs 
more important that you are there, 

we just canʼt guarantee that thereʼll be enough tucker but 
youʼll probably be lucky.

No RSVP necessary for the AGM
6229 4272 or kmww@utas.edu.au or 

website ʻcontact usʼ

BYO drinks and chairs
NOTE :  If insufÞcient  nominations have been 
received prior to the AGM, they will be accepted 

from the floor at the meeting.  To ensure your 
nomination, please use the form overleaf and 

lodge with the Secretary 
seven (7) days before the AGM.  

To make a postal vote, please apply to the 
Secretary.

mailto:kmww@utas.edu.au
mailto:kmww@utas.edu.au
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Nomination for OfÞce  in the 
DUTCH AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY 

“ABEL TASMAN” INC. form .

                     I, -----------------------------------------  

hereby nominate  -----------------------------------------

for the position of   (tick one)
President    

Vice-President    
Secretary  
Treasurer  

Committee Member

Signature    
(nominator)   ------------------------------------------------

I agree to accept this nomination 
 
signature                
(nominee)     ------------------------------------------------

Seconded by                   
(name)          ------------------------------------------------

signature       ------------------------------------------------
       
Date

Independent Audit Report to Members of
Dutch Australian Society Abel Tasman Inc.

I have audited the financial report, being a special purpose 
financial report comprising a statement of income and expenditure 
and a balance sheet, for the year ended 31 December 2009.  I have 
conducted an independent audit of this financial report in order to 
express an opinion on it to the members of the Association.  

My audit consisted of a test check on vouchers, receipts cash book 
and bank statements, and in relation to the income of the 
Association has been limited to verification that the amounts 
shown as income have been banked.  

No opinion is expressed as to whether the accounting policies 
used are appropriate to the needs of members.

Audit opinion
In my opinion, the statement reflects the financial operations of 
the Association for the year.

I have received the information and explanations required by me.

Paul Duncombe CPA
Auditor
2 February 2010

DUTCH AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY ABEL TASMAN INC
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR 

THE YEAR ENDED - 31 DECEMBER 2009
NOTE 2009 2008

$ $
INCOME      
Member Subscriptions   2280.00 2700.00
Tulip Festival Income   3343.65 3939.30
St. Nicholas Income   539.00 758.40
Queen's Birthday Income   89.00 510.00
Grootegast Visit Income   200.00
Product Sales   1588.00 3177.55
Sundry Income   900.18 17.90
Interest Received   15.61 43.20
Grant income 2028.00 3840.00
Total Income   10783.44 15186.35
       
EXPENSES      
Tulip Festival Expenses   1592.37 2420.11
St. Nicholas Expenses   189.90 66.51
Queen's Birthday Expenses   665.36 760.56
Summer BBQ/AGM Expenses   91.71 109.22
Bank Charges   24.98 96.05
Dues & Subscriptions   63.00 163.00
Depreciation 880.00 4250.00
Postage   234.50 60.00
Printing & Stationery   13.00 180.90
Product Purchases   1864.67 2160.46
Sundry Expense   33.25 91.30
TT Printing   849.00 907.05
TT Postage   275.00 353.39
Website Establishment   1178.90
Website Maintenance   705.00 450.00
ATAP Expenses   734.85
Grootegast Visit Expenses   1793.46
Other Expense   2384.92 376.40
Total Expenses   33442.54 16152.16
       
Net surplus /(deficit) on year’s activities   916.78 -965.81
BALANCE SHEET as at 
31/12/09

NOTE 2009 2008

$ $
ASSETS      
Current Assets      
General Cheque Account   3854.20 3910.42
Petty Cash   100.00 100.00
Trade Debtors   175.00
Equipment less depreciation 3182.00 2034.00

Total Assets   7136.20 6219.42
       
LIABILITIES      
F.M. Radio funds held in 
trust

1 1744.66 1744.66

Total Liabilities   1744.66 1744.66
Net Assets   5391.54 4474.76
       
Equity      
Opening balance   4474.76 5440.57
Current year activities   916.78 -965.81
Total Equity   5391.54 4474.76

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 
ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2009

1. The Association administers funds for volunteers at a community radio 
station.  These funds are not available to the Association, and are shown 
as a liability.
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Dutch Australian Society “Abel Tasman” Inc.
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

February 28th 2009 at 12 noon
at Hut 7, Tolosa Park, Glenorchy.

1.  Present:-  Dr Freddie von Schmidt (chairman), Liz Kingston, Ben & Anne Buissink, Klaas & Annie Spaander, 
Bram & Riet Vonk, Gerard & Ann Betlehem, Kees & Hennie Maas, Frits & Elly Lubbersen, Bert & Wil Verdouw, 
Titus & Magda Steenhuis, Kees & Irene Wierenga, Betsy & Eilef Straatsma, Arnold Krieg & Evelyn Black, Peter 
& Anneke Herweynen, Jaap & Riet Haas, Gerry & Tieneke Scott, Mariandl Krooshof, Marie Ots, Mike & Evelyn 
Meerding.

2.  The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all the 34 members and 1 visitor present.

3.  Apologies (20) were received from:-  H & J Kosmeyer, M Stokman, Peter & Coby Dobromilsky, 
H & A van Beelen, Jan & Wouda Visser, Gerry & Ali Stam, Bas & Netty Hartog, E & H Straatsma, 
N Reid, Fam Rathbone, J & J de Smit, Sheelagh Procter

4.  Minutes of the last AGM (01/03/2008) were accepted as a fair and true record.  Moved T. Steenhuis, 
seconded K. Wierenga.

5.  There was no business arising from the Minutes.

6.  The President’s report was tabled as printed in the February 2009 Tasman Telegraph.  (the ghost-writer 
was acknowledged)  The report was received as a fair record of the achievements of the Society over the past 
year.  Moved E. Straatsma, seconded P. Herweynen.

7.  The Financial Statements were tabled as printed in the February 2009 Tasman Telegraph.  The Treasurer 
drew attention to the profit from the Tulip Festival and from product sales, also to the increase in member 
subscriptions, also to the auditor’s comments re depreciation which gave the appearance of a trading loss.  
The report was received as a fair record of the financial health of the Society.  Moved M. Steenhuis, seconded 
A. Herweynen.

8.  Motion on Notice:-  It was moved by M. Krooshof, seconded I. Wierenga. that the President, Vice-president 
and Secretary draft a new Constitution for the Society, with particular attention to:-
 - having a dated Constitution 
 - specifying our objectives
 - specifying an efficient governing structure 
 - specifying the tasks & responsibilities (both nature & timing) of the Committee members 
 - specifying ownership and management of ATAP™
 - specifying ownership and maintenance of our website 
 - investigating a distinction between member and supporter  
 - examine and maybe formalise link with Museum?
 - regulating our assets (clomp, façade, computer, marquee, cooking equipment, etc.)
 - examine a specification regarding Life Membership
 - maybe authorise the Executive to make some decisions?

9.  Election of Office Bearers:-
Dr Freddie von Schmidt was nominated for President by T. Steenhuis, seconded by K. Wierenga.
Titus Steenhuis was nominated for Vice-president by F von Schmidt, seconded by K. Wierenga.
Peter Herweynen, Margaret Stokman, Arnold Krieg and Riet Vonk were all nominated for Committee Member 
by T Steenhuis, seconded by K. Wierenga.
All those nominated were unanimously elected by acclamation.

10.  Appointment of Auditor - this was deferred to the Committee for action.

11.  Special Business:-  the Chairman raised three items:-
 -  we need a person to replace Peter Herweynen as our rep on MCoT
 -  we need a person to replace Rob van Schie in ATAP™, a very successful program now being emulated 
according to an article in the Mercury newspaper of the day.
 -  the Queen’s Birthday would be celebrated at the International Wall of Friendship as a significant 
community event.

12.  The Chairman then closed the meeting.
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President’s Report  -  2009

This past year was possibly a watershed year in which 
we celebrated our past, delighted in the present and 
made firm plans for the future.

In August we celebrated our birthday .  We said it was 
the 40th, but some of the records gave different 
accounts.  It was an excellent afternoon with speeches 
from the Mayor of Kingborough, Graham Bury, and 
our Patron, the Hon. Consul for the Netherlands and 
past President of the Society, George Huizing.  There 
were also congratulatory messages from ÔOns 
GenoegenÕ and life-member Annie Spaander.
Naturally, there was cake from Arie and rookworst and 
herring and other good things to eat - one wonders if 
we should have a birthday more often.  I regret not 
being able to attend due to family commitments.

We started the year with a combined BBQ and AGM 
at Tolosa Park.  This is an important but relaxed event 
that helps us keep in touch with each other and deal 
with the formalities of running the Society.  Riet Vonk 
was elected as a new member of the Committee to 
replace Hennie Straatsma.  Freddie drew our attention 
to the need to find someone to replace Rob v Schie in 
his role with ATAP - this was resolved during the year 
with the appointment of Ali Stam, and of Coby 
Dobromilsky to the role filled by Ali.
Freddie also drew our attention to the need for a new 
person to represent us at MCoT, to take over from 
Peter Herweynen and assist Helen Kosmeyer.  This 
person is still being sought.
The QueenÕs Birthday celebration this past year was 
a bit different.  It was co-hosted by the International 
Wall of Friendship, at the Wall.  The Silvertones 
regaled us in song and Gerald Betlehem and John 
Knibbe led us in the Wilhelmus.  Duncan Kerr (MHR) 
and George raised the toasts and helped cut the cake.  
The gathering finished on a high note when Freddie 
presented the Joustra's with tulips on the occasion of 
their 60th wedding anniversary.

The Abel Tasman Art Prize winner, Tasmania, was 
announced in December 2008.  First prize went to 
Jeremy Jung, and he took his trip to Grootegast in the 
middle of the year.  The Kingborough Council 
confirmed their commitment to the ongoing success of 
ATAP during the year.

The Tulip Festival was held in October, possibly for 
the last time.  The RTBG have expressed a desire for 
change and we are in discussion with them.  We 
expect that there will still be tulips, but perhaps some 
other things as well, including a new name.  This was 
a Festival started by this Society and has been good 
for us.  Many people come just to get their annual 
Ôoliebollen fixÕ.

Sinterklaas came to visit Tassie in December.  Once 
again he called on Jack Overeem to help with the boat 
to bring him to Dru Point.  As President, I welcomed 
him ashore and introduced him to the many children 
and their parents.  The kids all got a present.  Special 
thanks to Jan, Mike & Evelyn for donning the 
costumes.

The Tasman Telegraph & website are becoming 
increasingly valuable as a resource for the whole 
community.  Thanks to the Secretary for putting all 
that together.  At the end of last year, we had a report 
on the use of the website  -  more than 1200 people 
looked up recipes on our site in December.  ThatÕs 
besides all the other things they checked out.  Also, 
more than 50 children used the website to tell 
Sinterklaas they were coming to see him.

The Committee has therefore decided that one major 
project this year will be to produce a cookbook.  
Please see the Tasman Telegraph for ways you can be 
involved in that.

The other major project for this year will focus on the 
new museum being built in Margate.  We have been 
given some floor space there to put up a display to 
show how the migrants lived in the early 1950s  -  
what was in their dining/living/kitchen  - what hung 
on the wall, what sat on the shelf, etc.  The aim is also 
to collect as much information as possible, family 
records and photos etc so that the record is as accurate 
a possible for future generations to peruse.  A dinner 
hosted by Rene Hidding at Parliament House saw 
expressions of interest in forming a ÔDAS Friends of 
the MuseumÕ which will help us put the display and 
records together.

The Society has decided to support any effort made 
this year to celebrate the 65th anniversary of  
liberation day.  An ad hoc Committee has been 
formed to see what can or should be done.

So what of the future ?  We need to start looking for 
projects next year  -  something that can build our 
community.  At the same time there will an increasing 
tendency to organise events through the website and 
with a flurry of emails.  We will possibly become less 
structured, and at the same time more focussed on 
social events.  Perhaps the emphasis will shift from 
ÔDutch-AustralianÕ  to ÔDutch Heritage (Community)Õ. 
If you have any suggestions, please have a chat with 
the Committee, or nominate for the Committee.

Freddie von Schmidt



                                                                                         TASMAN TELEGRAPH   -
 February 2010


 PAGE 11

RECIPE BOOK

We encourage all the members to write 
down the details of a favourite recipe, 

something your grandchild always asks 
for when they visit, to start the ball 

rolling.  

If thereʼs more than one favourite, thatʼs 
good too.  Please mention that so that 

we donʼt have 50 recipes for 
appelmoes.

The aim is to have the book ready at 
the same time as the new Museum.

Members will be able to buy a copy of 
the book when it is printed.  The rest 

can then be sold in the Museum shop.

Please send your recipe 
to the Secretary.  

Fotos etc will be done later.  
Thanks.

Your Committee has decided to start work 
on a new project called 

Omaʼs recipe Book. 

WE EXPECT THAT EACH PAGE
will have a photo of oma and or opa

a photo of the grandchild
a recipe

a photo of the dish
some details about the dish

something about the cook like:-
 -  town of origin

 -  when came to Tasmania

how

OMA
made it

favourite 
recipes from 

Dutch 
migrants

What do your grandchildren like to eat 
at your place ?

Whatʼs their favourite dish ?

Maybe itʼs 
 ◊  boterham en hagelslag

 
 ◊  hutspot

 
 ◊  gehaktballen

 
 ◊  boerenkool met worst

 
 ◊  snert

 
 ◊  hete bliksem

 
 ◊  rijsttafel

 
 ◊  pannekoeken met ??

 
 ◊  boterkoek

 
 ◊  bitterballen

 
 ◊  oliebollen

 
 ◊  your own concoction

 
 ◊  opgebakken aardappels

 
 ◊  endijvie stampot

 
 ◊  huzaren salade

Maybe itʼs
 ◊  something simple

 
 ◊  something hot

 
 ◊  something for special occassions

 
 ◊  something they can help make

 
 ◊  something unique
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ATAP page
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Albert Heijn verpest oliebollenmarkt met 
duivenvoer
Groningen/Hoogeveen - 
Albert Heijn verpest de oliebollenmarkt met ÔslechteÕ 
kwaliteit en stuntprijzen: een euro voor tien bollen. Dat 
vinden enkele noordelijke bakkers, onder wie Wilfred en 
Petra Haafs uit Haren en Floor Plaizier uit Hoogeveen.

Het oordeel van de bakkers na het proeven van AH-bollen 
is hard. Plaizier: ÒEen droge deegbol, ik ga mÕn mond 
spoelen.Ó Wilfred Haafs, volgens het Algemeen Dagblad 
de beste oliebollenbakker van het Noorden: 
ÒDuivenvoer!Ó

Haafs betreurt het dat Albert Heijn stunt op een markt 
van bakkers en kleine oliebollenverkopers die eens in het 
jaar hun nering met het product proberen te verdienen. 
Petra Haafs: ÒWij hebben er geen last van, maar je ziet 
dat supermarkten proberen alles stuk te maken.Ó Plaizier: 
ÒDit product leidt tot smaakvervlakking. Mensen denken 
dat ze een oliebol eten, maar dat is niet zo. Zo smaakt 
een oliebol niet. Het is ingevroren spul.Ó

ÒDeze oliebollen zijn inderdaad ingevrorenÓ, zegt 
woordvoerster Els van Dijk van Albert Heijn: Òmaar ze 
hebben onze huismerktest glansrijk doorstaan. We hebben 
160.000 zakken in de verkoop. Een ludieke actie. Vorig 
jaar twee euro, dit jaar een euro. Het zijn dezelfde 
oliebollen.Ó Of ze dan wellicht twee keer zijn ingevroren? 
ÒDat lijkt me niet. Onze klanten zijn kritisch. We hebben 
er geen klachten over. En met internet heb je die al heel 
snel.Ó

DVHN | Gepubliceerd op 30 december 2009, 16:00

Supermarket giant spoils oliebollen sales with 
pigeon food.
Hoogeveen, Groningen.
Albert Heijn is spoiling the market for oliebollen with poor 
quality and crazy pricing:  €1 for 10 oliebollen.  This is the 
opinion of the bakers of the North, including Wilfred and Petra 
Haafs in Haren and Floor Plaizier in Heegeveen.

The opinion of the bakers after tasting the AH product is critical.  
Plaizier, “A dry doughball, I need to rinse my mouth”.  Wilfred 
Haafs, the best oliebollen maker of the North according to the 
Algemeen Dagblad [exclaims]  “pigeon food”.

Haafs is saddened that AH is promoting in a market of bakers 
and small oliebollen vendors who have the chance just once a 
year to make a little cash.  Petra Haafs “Weʼre not bothered, 
but you can see that supermarkets are trying to break 
everything”.  Plaizier “This product will lead to a levelling of 
tastes.  People think they are eating an oliebol, but this is not 
so.  This is not what an oliebol tastes like.  It is frozen stuff.

“These oliebollen are indeed frozen,” said the spokesperson for 
AH, Els van Dijk,”but they passed our in-house testing with 
flying colours.  We have 160,000 bags for sale.  A bit of fun.  
Last year €2, this year €1.  They are the same oliebollen”.  Are 
they frozen twice ?  “I donʼt think so.  Our clents are critical.  
We have had no complaints.  And with the internet, you get 
those real quick”.

DvhN, published 30/12/2009 @ 1600h

Dutch celebrate New Year with tradition
New Year was celebrated in the Netherlands with 
the traditional fireworks, champagne and doughnut-
like ‘oliebollen’.

In total people spent around €68 million on 
fireworks. That is €3million more than last year.

In the last six months Dutch police have confiscated 
240,000 kg of illegal fireworks, which is more than 
last year.

Many cities held organised parties. In the capital 
Amsterdam, 40,000 people gathered on the Museum 
Square. Usually Amsterdammers see the New Year in 
on Dam Square, but as there is only room for 30,000 
people the mayor decided to change the location.

The number of incidents during the celebrations 
does not appear to be any different to other years so 
far. Dozens of people were arrested in the four main 
cities for vandalism and other offences.

In The Hague there were a number of fires. In 
Utrecht several cars were set alight. Initial reports 
from Amsterdam are that the city was calm. Extra 
precautions had been taken in Rotterdam following 
the riots in Hook of Holland last summer.

The New Year’s Eve lottery in the Netherlands has 
been won by someone in the southern Province of 
Zeeland.  The winner is €27,500,000 richer today. 
And the €10,600,000 jackpot went to a ticket holder 
in the Province of Brabant. 

 ANP  1/1/10

Canada tops expat lifestyle ranking
The global survey by HSBC Bank International showed that 
expats enjoy an overall better quality of life once they move 
away from their country of origin. 

Expats in Canada noted particularly that it was among the 
easiest places in the world to integrate with the local 
population while those in Australia and Thailand found the 
quality of life in their adopted country significantly better to 
that experienced in their home countries.
At the other end of the scale, the UK was one of the lowest 
ranking countries for quality of life.

The survey, part of the bank’s Expat Explorer series which has 
surveyed over 3,100 expats from more than 50 countries, 
looked at expats’ lifestyle experiences while they live and 
work abroad. Factors considered included ease of organising 
finances, ease of finding accommodation, ability to make 
friends and integrate with the local community.

The report revealed that countries in emerging markets 
tended to score poorly, with Russia and India propping up the 
bottom of the league table which gave insights into expats’ 
priorities, particularly when financial gain is taken out of the 
equation.

In locations where salaries may not be as high, such as 
Canada and Australia, expats are really enjoying not only an 
increased quality of life but are also finding it easy to fit in to 
their new communities.

Overall, expats reported that the biggest increases in quality 
of life were in the categories of accommodation and the 
commute into work—nearly half of expats noted 
improvements in these areas. The biggest reductions in 
quality were in the standard of available entertainment and 
social life, where around a third of expats noticed a decline 
in each area.                                            
      Expatica  27/11/09
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Stekker uit mfc-projecten Kornhorn en 
Lutjegast
Grootegast - In afwezigheid van eerst drie, later 
twee leden van de vijfkoppige CDA-fractie -de 
grootste fractie in de raad van Grootegast- is 
dinsdagavond zoals te verwachten viel de stekker uit 
beide grootse plannen voor multifunctionele centra 
in Kornhorn en Lutjegast getrokken. De raad kon 
niet anders dan de in een brief aangegeven lijn van 
het college volgen. De inhoud van de brief leert dat 
er nu en in de nabije toekomst geen twee maal !1,3 
miljoen is voor de bouw van een nieuwe school in 
een multifunctionele accommodatie in Kornhorn en 
ook geen 1,3 miljoen voor de bouw van een 
multifunctioneel centrum met Abel Tasman Kabinet 
in Lutjegast. "Die drie maal !1,3 miljoen is er niet. 
Ook niet als we gefaseerd gaan bouwen", maakte 
burgemeester Kor Dijkstra duidelijk. B en W gaan 
met de beide werkgroepen om tafel om over 
financieel haalbare alternatieven te praten.

DVHN | Gepubliceerd op 16 december 2009, 00:11

We hebben ook Eilef and Betsy nog geschreven via de mail. 
Betsy stuurde ons een brief. Het contact is er gelukkig. We 
houden fijne herinneringen aan January 2008.
Persoonlijk heb ik het kerkelijk druk, deze dagen vier keer 
kerkdiensten de samenzang in verschillende kerken begeleid op 
kerkorgel. Dat is een fijne hobby en geeft je veel voldoening.
 
Het Abel Tasman museum schiet niet echt op. Op z'n vroegst 
wordt de bouw in 2011, het geld in Grootegast is op !
Misschien dat nog gekozen wordt voor een kerk die stopt met 
diensten omdat de kerkgang hier steeds achteruit loopt.
We moeten maar zien hoe dat zich gaat ontwikkelen. We 
houden jullie op de hoogte.
Groet onze vrienden en bekenden op Tas. Voor ieder die jullie 
spreken de beste wensen en Gods zegen voor het nieuwe jaar.
Henk en Wietske. [Westerhof]

No money
Both the newspaper article left, and the private 
letter below have the same message  -  there is 
no money for a new Abel Tasman museum in 
Lutjegast  -  but they are still trying.

Saint Nicholas / Sinterklaas visit 2009.
This year Sinterklaas again arrived at Dru Point, 
exactly on time.  Due to some gusty winds, the Sint 
and his helpers transferred from Jack’s big boat to 
Andrew’s little one to get to the jetty.

The Sint was officially received by the President, Dr 
Freddie, who welcomed him to Tasmania.  Everybody 
then escorted the Sint and his Zwarte Pieten to the 
DAS Marquee.

Once on his throne, Sinterklaas explained to the 
children where he had been that day, and what he 
still had to do.  Then Zwarte Piet helped the Sint 
read the names of all the very good children from a 
big book.  One by one, the children were given a 
small present.  Some children got to sit on Saint 
Nicholas’ knee and have their photo taken.

Many children brought along a picture that they had 
coloured in.  Sinterklaas was very impressed with the 
work the children had done.  He asked his helpers to 
stick them all up on the wall of the tent next year, 
so that he could have a better look at them.  He also 
said that next year he would bring a prize for the 
best colouring in.

After Sinterklaas and the Black Peters went back to 
the boat, Yolanda led the children in two games  -  
pass the parcel and a treasure hunt.  This was 
greatly enjoyed by all the children.

Special thanks to Jan Visser and Mike & Evelyn 
Meerding for helping the Sint.  Also to Jack, Andrew, 
Martin, Kees, Irene, Arnold, Betsy & Eilef, Freddie, 
and Yolanda for doing their bit to make the day 
memorable.                                                        ed.
P.S.  -  please see the website for photos.

Fly or Pay
The European Court has made a ruling against all airlines 
serving European ports.  It found that airlines were 
abusing the goodwill of passengers.  People were happy 
to assume that delays were due to maintenance issues 
with planes.  Passengers were happy to wait and fly in a 
‘safe’ plane.
Airlines were exploiting this fact and making alternate 
decisions about their aircraft.  With the aim of 
maximising profits, flights were often postponed until 
more seats were sold, or planes were leased to other 
carriers.
In fact, delays often occurred because there was no 
plane available.
The Court has ruled that for flight delays of 3 hours or 
longer, airlines must refund fares up to a maximum of 
€600.  The decision is retrospective to 2005.

BVN News, 30/11/2009

Dutch dogs
The training of dogs for all manner of law enforcement is 
a thriving industry in the Netherlands.  In fact, the 
country claims to be the world’s leading exporter of 
trained dogs.  Most of their export is sent to the United 
States.

BVN News 4/12/2009

MILESTONES
Congratulations to Alex & Jeanne 
Vanderkooij on their 25th wedding 

anniversary 
25/12/2009.

Sister City (summary of above articles)
The Grootegast Council has pulled the plug on plans for 
an Abel Tasman Museum.
At its meeting on 15 December, plans for the €1,300,000 
project were shelved.  The proposed multi functional 
centre including Abel Tasman Kabinet was one of three 
projects on the Councilʼs wish list.

Discussions to attain financially viable alternatives are 
continuing, said Kor Dijkstra, the burgemeester.  Cr Henk 
Westerhof noted that modification of an old church may be 
an option, although nothing would be ready before end 
2011, whichever possibility was pursued.
In the meantime, the existing Abel Tasman Kabinet in the 
Council Library would remain open.

DvhN 16/12/2009
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BUDGET STORAGE
ph 6229 1875

Need to store a few things ?  
Or a whole houselot ?

Maybe just a few  boxes, or some furniture, 
or a Dutch Street Façade ?
Short term or long term ?

Ring Hans or Jackie van Tuil 
and ask them about the possibilities.  

Convenient location at 102 Browns Road, Kingston

Dutch minister wants immigrants to integrate 
better
The Hague – Dutch Integration Minister Eberhard van 
der Laan has launched a fresh demand to increase the 
demands made on immigrants in a letter addressed to 
the lower house in The Hague.

In his letter, the minister said immigrants should have 
the desire to participate in society and speak the 
language. They are also morally obliged to adapt as 
they have opted to stay in the Netherlands.

This includes participating in integration courses, which 
immigrants should see as a welcome gift from the Dutch 
society.

Van der Laan told parliament he would like to say to 
immigrants: "If you're coming over here, it's up to you 
to make your future into a success."

The integration minister said there is also a limit of 
immigrants that the Dutch society can support.

Throughout his letter, Van der Laan avoided the 
commonly used terminology of "native" and "non-native" 
citizens. Instead, he referred the non-native Dutch as 
"new Netherlanders".

According to the minister, the common used 
terminology emphasises someone's origins, while "new 
Netherlanders" better expresses that people belong 
here.

Recent figures quoted by the minister show that 
immigrant integration in society is slowly improving. 
Over the past 10 years, the number of people of 
employed immigrant has increased by 10 percent while 
the number of non-native or "new-Dutch" entrepreneurs 
has risen by 40 percent.

Radio Netherlands / Expatica  18/11/2009

Paper spotlights poor schools' performance
The Netherlands - In its annual education supplement, 
the Trouw newspaper says 25% of all mid-level 
vocational (VMBO) schools in the Netherlands are 
performing badly.

The paper reports that many students are graduating 
with inflated grades, even though many of them score 
unsatisfactorily in the national core subjects of Dutch, 
English and Maths.

The students graduate, says the paper, because the 
schools hand out high marks for the other part of the 
final grade: the individual school tests.  This 
camouflages their poor performance in other areas.

The paper says secondary schools - HAVO and VWO 
schools - perform much better.

The Schools Inspectorate has reacted calmly to the 
Trouw’s report because, it says, the paper looked 
mainly at the results of the national exams.

The Inspectorate says the quality of a school depends 
on more than that one factor.

Radio Netherlands/Expatica  14/12/2009

Spain leads world in organ donations
The system, depicted in the Oscar-winning movie "All 
About My Mother" by Spanish director Pedro 
Almodovar, identifies potential donors by closely 
monitoring emergency wards. When they learn of a 
death, the coordinators tactfully talk to the grieving 
families to get permission to harvest organs and help 
save the lives of others.

The number of deceased donors per million people -- a 
commonly used benchmark -- has increased in Spain 
from 14 in 1989 when the system was put in place to 
34.2 last year, the highest rate in the world, according 
to the health ministry and the International Registry of 
Organ Donation and Transplantation.

By comparison the rate for the entire 27-nation 
European Union was 18.2 in 2008 while in the United 
States, which pioneered organ transplant surgery, it 
stood at 26.3.

Italy and Portugal have followed suit, putting in place 
a similar system of transplant coordinators and their 
organ donation rates are also on the rise. Several 
other European nations, including Britain, are now 
considering doing likewise.

The key to the system's success is the sensitive way 
the coordinators approach the bereaved families, said 
the director of the National Organisation of 
Transplants, Rafael Matesanz.

"You have to break the news of the death well, explain 
the details of the procedure well and really listen. And 
the family almost always agrees to donate," he said.

Under Spain's public health system, which is ranked 
the seventh best in the world by the World Health 
Organisation, organ transplants are carried out 
without cost to the patient.

Spain is working in the European Union to boost organ 
donations across the bloc. Matesanz sees no reason 
why the Spanish system could not be copied with 
equal success in other countries.

The health ministry estimates that if the system in 
place in Spain was extended to the entire EU, the 
number of donors in the bloc could double to 18,000 
from just under 9,000 last year. This could save or 
improve the lives of at least 20,000 more people. 

AFP/Expatica 26/12/2009
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